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Monsoon Moisture 

Strong northern stream jet 
brought low pressure 
systems and precipitation 
into the RMA through June 



Onset of the Southwest 
Monsoon in Early July 

H 



Below Average temperatures 
noted across much of the RMA 
over the last 30 days. 

Near to slightly above average 
readings across western and 
southern Colorado 
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Sugar Loaf RAWS Colorado (6733’) 
Maximum Temperature Comparisons June – Jul 10 2012 vs. 2014 

June-July 10, 2012

June-July 10, 2014

June-July 10, 2012 - 13 Days 90ºF or greater 

 

 

June-July 10, 2014 – 2 Days 90ºF or greater 
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Sugar Loaf RAWS Wind-RH Index 
(Wind Gusts 25 mph+ and RH < 20%) Jan-June 2012 vs 2014 

Wind RH 2012

Wind RH 2014
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Red Canyon RAWS (4644’) 

Maximum Temperature Comparisons March - May  2012 vs. 2014 

June-July 10, 2012

June-July 10, 2014

June-July 10, 2012- 13 Days 90ºF or greater 

 

 

June-July 10, 2014– 2 Days 90ºF or greater    
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Red Canyon RAWS Wind-RH Index 
(Wind Gusts 25 mph+ and RH <20%) Jan-July 10, 2012 vs. 2014 

Wind RH 2012

Wind RH 2014



June 2013 June 2014 

In terms of precipitation, similar pattern have occurred in 2014 vs. 2013.  



Abnormally Dry Moderate Severe Extreme Exceptional 



Current SST Anomalies  
Support Weak El Nino 

Conditions 
 

Weak to Moderate El Nino is 
Forecast for 2014-2015 

 



Seasonal Severity 
Variability 
And More 
Localized 

Persistent 
Dryness, 

Heat, Wind 
in Spring and 

Summer 

Significant  
Snowpack 
And Wet 
Summer 

Conditions 

January 1-July 9, 2014 
40,363 Acres Burned 

Forecast 

Above 

Average 

Below 

Much Below 

Significant  
Snowpack 
And Wet 
Summer 

Conditions With 
Short-lived Dry 

Periods 
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Final Thoughts for the 2014 Fire Season Outlook and Considerations: 
 
Heavy winter and early spring snow has essentially eliminated an early onset to fire season of the 
heavy fuel and complex terrain of the Rocky Mountain Area. The San Juan and Upper Rio Grande 
Regions of Colorado are experiencing long-term precipitation deficits, but better than 2013. Southwest 
Wyoming is also showing dry conditions similar to 2013. 
 
Extreme temperatures (Heat) and High Wind-Low RH events have been less frequent than 2012. This 
trend is forecast to continue. 
 
Drought conditions still linger across portions of the RMA in the south and east, but the situation has 
improved considerably from a year ago. 
 
The Southwest Monsoon will bring average to above average moisture to the region through early 
August.  
 
The grass crop across the Rocky Mountain Area is extensive.  
 
Bottomline:  
A repeat of one of our historical fire seasons such as 2012 or 2002 will not occur, and most indicators 
and projections continue to trend towards a below average fire season (See circled target area on large 
fire graph slide). Note: Even during the wettest years, large fire activity has occurred. 
 
The grass crop of 2014 raises fire concerns for late August into early October, as the dry cold front 
season develops. Stay tuned for the next outlook.  
  
 
 

Next Update of the season outlook broadcast will be by mid August 2014  

  
 
 
 


